CHAPTER      III
THE RUSSIAN MENACE
A TRADITION of a hundred years cannot be broken
through in a single day. It is not to be wondered
at, therefore, if a great Administration, such as the
Government of India, only very slowly makes a
change m its foreign policy when it has the control
completely in its own hands. This has been noticeable
most of all with regard to what has been called the
" Russian Menace" on the North-West Frontier,
For more than a century the whole defence of India
was planned with the central thought always present
that Russia was determined to invade India with
an army from Central Asia by way of the Khyber
Pass
The international anarchy which existed before
the war could hardly show a clearer example of the
waste of human lives and material resources than
this age-long rivalry between Imperial Britain and
Imperial Russia. I shall draw largely from a
memorandum of Mr. F. G. Pratt for many of the
details which follow.
All through the nineteenth century the note of
alarm was continually being sounded by British
statesmen and generals at Russian encroachment.
Those of us who are past middle age can recollect
the excitement that was roused in England over
various steps taken by Russia in Central Asia,